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hymnal, or tlie legal books, or chronicles of the priestly
caste; and the rythmical address of the nabi, primarily
intended to be heard rather than to be read, had in
Ezekiel's hands, as in those of Jeremiah, become an
instrument for the pen as much as for the voice. A
critical age,* bookish and surfeited with study, was, how-
ever, to reduce Hebrew ideas of literature into narrower
bounds. No doubt the era of Hebrew captivity may be
credited with an outburst of Hebrew genius; for new
ideas were then bi caking in upon the old oxclusiveness
of the Hebrew mind. But the Hebrews seem to have
soon learned that if they intended to maintain any
national sentiments in spile of their political weakness,
they must forego cosmopolitan ideas and restrain them-
selves within national traditions. Thus the literary class,
which now tended to take the place of an aristocracy,
was checked in its sympathies. Little remained for the
patriotic Hebrew but to anticipate the Arab's deification
of his Qur'an by setting up the Tdrali for verbal worship;
and the alphabetical psalms and arrangement of Lamen-
tations t show how the creative imagination of the naliis
was giving way to literary tricks reminding us of the

* Bean Stanley (TTftrf. Jewish CJiujch, vol in p. 1C) obseivos that
while the public life of the people di-appeaied \vith the (till ot Jeausalein,
while "tlie prophets could no longer stand in the temple couits or oa the
chils of Garuicl to wain by woid of mouth 01 paiabohc gctstine, there is
one common featuie which iuns thiough all tlie writings of this period,
and which ser\ed as a compensation for the lo.^s of tho'lnm^ faces and
living words ot the ancient seers. Now began the piactico of committing
to writing, of compiling, of epi&tolary correspondence ," as K\vald Hiya,
"never before had literature possrs&ed so profound a significance tor
Israel." Thus Jeiennah thro\vs hib prophecies into the ioiui of a lettei
to the exiles, a literary fonn which 1ms been compared with this Kpistles
of the New Testament; and the amusement of JEzekiers prophecies m
chronological order is another sign of critical times

t The twenty-two veifacs of the Hist, second, and fourth chapters begin
with each letter of the alphabet m succession, while the sixty-six verses
of the thud chapter are likewise arranged, only repeating the same letter
at the beginning of three verses successively.